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could hardly conceal from him, and yet that I
could not tell how to tell him of it neither ; that it
was a thing that not only surprised me, but greatly
perplext me, and that I knew not what course to
take, unless he would direct me: he told me with
great tenderness, that let it be what it would, I
should not let it trouble me, for he would protect
me from all the world.

I then began [at a distance, and told him I was
afraid the ladies had got some secret information
of our correspondence; for that it was easy to see
that their conduct was very much changed towards
me, and that now it was come to pass, that they
frequently found fault with me, and sometimes fell
quite out with me, though I never ga.ve them the
least occasion: that whereas I used always to lie
with the elder sister, I was lately put to lie by
myself, or with one of the maids ; and that I had
overheard them several times talking very unkindly
about me ; but that which confirmed it all was,
that one of the servants had told me that she had
heard I was to be turned out, and that it was not
safe for the family that I should be any longer in
the house.

He smiled when he heard of this, and I asked
him how he could make so light of it, when he
must need know, that if there was any discovery, I
was undone, and that it would hurt him, though not
ruin him, as it would me: I upbraided him, that
he was like the rest of his sex, that when they had
the character of a woman at their mercy, often-
times made it their jest, and at least looked upon
it as a trifle, and counted the ruin of those they had
had their will of, as a thing of no value.

He saw me warm and serious, and he changed
his style immediately; he told me he was sorry I
should have such a thought of him; that he had